B.A.N.S BULLETIN

SUMMER 2007
[image: image1.png]OWHUNTE,
+0 R
NSSOCIAT





BY BOWHUNTERS – FOR BOWHUNTERS


[image: image2.png]



THE VOICE OF BOWHUNTERS SINCE 1978
The B.A.N.S Bulletin is the official publication of the Bowhunters Association of Nova Scotia.

We invite letters to the editor, articles, stories, comments, Bowhunting tips, wild game recipes, positive & negative points of view, etc.

We reserve the right to refuse publishing of materials we believe unsuitable to the interests of our members.

Mail to: 

B.A.N.S

PO Box 705

Lower Sackville, NS

B4C 3J1

Website: www.bans.ca
Executive for 2006-2007

President                                                       Vice President

Clair Ross                                                               John Webber

Ph. (902) 895-7327                                                Ph. (902) 758-1035

E-mail: schriscross@ns.sympatico.ca                    E-mail: oddballinhalifax@hotmail.com
Secretary & Memberships                                  Treasurer

Sheldon Ryan                                                          Dave Naugle

Ph. (902) 673-2078                                                 Ph. (902) 465-3554

E-mail: shelhebeen@yahoo.ca                                E-mail: davidnaugle@eastlink.ca
Official Big Game Scorer                                    B.A.N.S Editor

Philip Nelson                                                          Rob Reynolds

Ph. (902) 465-6548                                                 Ph. (902) 226-9716

E-mail: philsarchery@ns.sympatico.ca                  Email: deeperintodiving@yahoo.ca

SUPPORT B.A.N.S THEY SUPPORT YOU

[image: image3.png]OWHUNTE,





President’s Report

By Clair Ross

A big welcome to all new Bowhunters!

A couple of years ago my grandson was given his first bow with matching arrows. He took to shooting it as though it were second nature to him. My archery practice was put on the back burner, because I have found great pleasure teaching him what I have enjoyed for the past 40 years. He was with me at our Wednesday night archery practice with the St. Mary’s club each week this past winter. His bow was from the Dollar Store, and came with plastic straw arrows and rubber suction cup tips. When those plastic arrows broke, I quickly replaced them with ones that I fashioned from bamboo tomato stakes.

Saint Mary’s Archers had rented the local school gym for our winter shooting and Colby Hunter loved being on the shooting line watching his bamboo fly towards the targets. Most of the time his arrows would find the target as they skipped across the floor and literally hit the deer or turkey in the butt. He soon outgrew this plastic bow with the rubber band for a string and began shooting a solid glass longbow. He also outgrew the featherless tomato stakes and the time had come for some real arrows. For these I turned to Sheldon Ryan (the “Pointy Sticks arrow smith from Brookfield). When the New Annan Archers Primitive shoot came up in May we felt that the time had come for his first 3-D shoot. New Annan Archers have been hosting their primitive shoot twice a year for the past six years and they welcomed us with a great time.

Once again summer is here bringing with many events such as 3-D shoots and BBQs. Note: the BANS Bang-up will be held at the Osprey Archery Club. As many of us know these are good times and a great way to practice our skills for the upcoming fall hunting season. Getting the new bow tuned with proper hunting arrows and learning your own limits is very important. I recommend that good broad heads be mounted and shot on a regular basis, because as Bowhunters we count on these to do the job when we do get ‘the shot’. Whether it is small game or big game, a well placed arrow with a decent broad head is a very effective way of taking game. Learn all that you can about the anatomy of your quarry and where the vitals are located. What might work for deer, doesn’t always work for bears, for example. Practice with your hunting equipment and become confident in what you are using.

I suggest that the time has come to put together and host a 3-D shoot where Bowhunters can use arrows mounted with fixed two-blade broad heads. The newer targets have been designed with this purpose in mind.

Our membership has grown slightly with a few new people joining each    month. The average number of students taking the bowhunting course from BIANS each year is approximately 200—mostly young people, but also those rifle hunters wanting to extend their time in the woods for deer during our Special Archery Season. BANS has been offering reduced membership fees to these new hunters as encouragement to become involved in supporting and maintaining our Special Seasons. 

Our newsletter can also use more input from you, the members. We all like to see the hunting stories, how too’s and any game recipes you might want to share. We can thank Rob Reynolds for his time spent on our newsletter; please help him as he takes on this challenge.

The new rifle youth hunt for deer will possibly be extended this year to include the last eight days of the Special Archery Deer Season. It began last year and took place on the Friday and Saturday at the end of our first season, but it was felt that this did not provide much time for the young hunters. The Bowhunters have endorsed this because we have not lost anything by extending the youth hunt; rather we stand to gain because of more young hunters getting the mentorship they require. Bowhunters will still be permitted to hunt with out the larger influx of mature rifle hunters in the woods. 

A few years ago, as some will remember, there was one week of closed deer season before the opening of the General Deer Season. Because BANS saw the opportunity to extend our bow season, we asked DNR to let us use this week. DNR graciously allowed us the extra week with the understanding that they might want it back someday. That day has not arrived as we still have the use of it for bows.

According to the statistics provided on DNR’s website, the number of archery licenses for deer in 2006 was 2,338. Of these, 261 deer were harvested by Bowhunters in Nova Scotia. Even though the number of bow stamps has dropped in the past five years, we can see that the reported harvests have remained at the same level. This shows that the success rate has gone up percentage-wise.

Our use of Nova Scotia’s natural resources is very important in today’s rush of society to get somewhere, so it is also very important to support and protect these privileges. The Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers and Hunters works to protect these privileges and I strongly recommend that anyone benefiting from that should get involved.

There are many clubs and organizations affiliated with the NSFAH, with a great bunch of volunteers working hard to protect our resources and mentor the youth to whom we are more than happy to pass along our traditions. Volunteers run these organizations, so to those who participate in and enjoy our natural resources: they can always use your help. Join up and get involved.

By supporting societies like the Humane Society we can be unknowingly attacking the basic hunting privileges we have come to take for granted. These organizations are committing millions of dollars to shut down our traditional ways of life. They have a paid full-time staff that earns big money by preying on the ignorant. Now that Microsoft is donating ten cents for every MSN message that is sent, the money will be coming from a bottomless pit. Little do most of us know how we contribute to the demise of our hunting traditions.

Our website, www.bans.ca is up and running with plenty of space for advertising. Now that our web-master, John Webber, has created the space for these linkable ads he is looking for a few more businesses to take advantage of a great chance to support traditional field sports. Please mention this to the folks you buy your hunting license from. It’s a low cost, highly visible ad at a price of $20.00 per year. And take a visit to the site to keep updated on current issues.

Getting back to the 3-D shoot in Earltown, let me say that Colby made me one proud Grumpa as he took part in our first 3-D shoot together. I felt that because of his young age and his little legs we would do well to shoot maybe a half a dozen targets on the steep hillsides…but no. We joined three more archers at the third target (a wolf) to form a group of four adults and one youth. This primitive shoot allows two arrows per target, but because Colby had three in his little quiver we let him empty his quiver at each shooting station. Just hitting the animals anywhere in the foam was all that it took for him to impress us, and when he did eventually get a kill on one of the bear targets, out came the cameras. We shot eighteen butts in an hour and a half and I thought that he would be ready to pack it in for the day, but Colby asked if we could keep shooting—so we all completed the twenty targets together. That’s a total of sixty arrows that young 

            Hunter shot.

Colby will be joining us in Big Valley, Alberta on the long weekend in July for the 25th annual North American Longbow Safari. There will be more than three hundred and fifty archers with longbows attending this anniversary broad head shoot. To make the event even more traditional we will be living in a sixteen-foot tepee for the weekend. We plan to make this event the time of his life, and all before his third birthday. 

This little Bowhunter makes me one proud Grumpa.

Working for better bowhunting,

Clair Ross

You might be a Hard Core Bowhunter if: -------

11. If your life’s dream is to propel a wooden stick at a cape buffalo whose only desire at that time is to stomp you into the ground. 

12. You sharpen your own broad heads and have the scars to prove it

13. If your bow gets more attention than the lawnmower

14. You know that "fistmele" has nothing to do with a knuckle sandwich

15. If you hear the words deer or bowhunting and your ears perk up like Lassies!

16. You can't stand cleaning dog poop up out of the yard; but have picked up deer poop and squished it between your fingers to check for freshness!! 

17. When you’re looking to buy a house you choose it by the type of archery range you can build in the back yard.

18. You use all your vacation days in November.

19. You've said, "Awww, it don't hurt," after forgetting to put your armguard on;

20. You read the word does in a sentence, and you automatically think of female whitetail deer.
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Traditional Archéry Shop

Premium rose city cedar shafts
PSE recurves and longbows
Journeyman, Magnus, Zwickey,
Delta, Wolverine and Grizzly
broadhaeds
Dealer for Martin and Nirk
amasgus gloves
API tree stands
custom made bows

Selway Quivers
Phil Nelson
Call Ahead 902 465—6538








Looking to the future

Dear Members;


As most you know, BANS has been working to promote and obtain bowhunting and hunting opportunities in NS since it was established in 1978. Today things are always changing and it’s sometimes hard to keep on top of the issues. Although membership in this Organization remains steady at approximately 150 members I have to ask what can be done to first attract more members (both new and old), and second get more members actively involved with the process. In year gone by BANS had regional representatives who gathered and passed along information to the Bowhunters in their areas. I personally feel it’s time this is re-established throughout the province. Anyone interested in helping contact myself, or any of the other executives.


BANS would like you to know it’s trying to develop more opportunities on a couple of different fronts. I currently am, with the backing of the Executive of BANS, gathering information and trying to put together a proposal for DNR as to what Bowhunters in Nova Scotia can do to help with deer herd management in select areas of the Province. I would like your thoughts and ideas on such issues. I have a direction as to how and where I think this should go, and hope to have a good draft proposal ready in time for the AGM in October. 


BANS has also been looking at ways to increase it’s public presence and to actively give something back to the Bowhunters of Nova Scotia. Attached you will find a copy of a letter your Executive sent off to the Minister of Natural Resources ( The Honourable David Morse) and the new Director of Wildlife this year (Julie Towers) . Although at the time of this news letter, BANS has not received a reply to these letters I hope to have more information available by the AGM if not sooner. Attached you will find a copy of the letter sent to the Minister. 

In closing I’d like to thank the members for their support and encouragement over the past couple years. I have gained a new respect for the conservation efforts of this Association and the others who try and protect and promote hunting in NS.

Yours in Bowhunting and Conservation

Sheldon Ryan 

Secretary/ Membership 
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Clair Ross, President

John Webber, Vice President

Sheldon Ryan, Secretary

Bowhunters Association of Nova Scotia

PO Box 705

Lower Sackville, N.S.

B4C 3J1

June 5, 2007

Honourable David Morse

Minister of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 698,

Halifax, N.S.

B3J 2T9

Dear Minister Morse:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Bowhunters Association of Nova Scotia (B.A.N.S). The current Executive of B.A.N.S. is aggressively exploring methods of fund raising to ensure bow hunting in Nova Scotia has a strong and dependable voice. 

Currently your Department supports the annual “License of a Lifetime” draw, with the proceeds going to the Nova Scotia Federation of Anglers and Hunters. B.A.N.S., being the voice of Bowhunters, would like to ask the Minister to allow a similar draw for Bowhunters, which would see the proceeds go to B.A.N.S..  This new source of revenue would help B.A.N.S to continue supporting such things as the Youth Exchange Program and the Becoming an Outdoor Woman Program, while also providing a much needed financial boost to the association.

With the Department’s support, we would like to be able to offer the winner, a lifetime deer license together with a bow stamp.  The cost implications to the Department would be minimal as all it would mean is the lost revenue for the deer license and the bow stamp (approx. $28.00) and the entry form to be incorporated in the hunting regulation summary (same as the “License Of a Lifetime”).

B.A.N.S. would like to thank you for your consideration of this matter and look forward to discussing this with you in the near future. 

Yours truly,

Sheldon Ryan 

Secretary 

Bowhunters Association of Nova Scotia    
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WE ARE KNOWN BY THE COMPANY WE KEEP!

PSE ~ GOLDEN EAGLE ~- MATTHEWS
BROWNING ~ HOYT ~ REFLEX ~ Xi
JENNINGS ~ BEAR ~ GOLD TIP ~ EASTON

WE REPRESENT OVER 100 MANUFACTURERS AND WE ARE AN AUTHORIZED
AIR CENTRE FOR THE PRODUCTS WE SELL

lete i tory and the

Our customers tell us that we have the most
most reasonable prices in Atlantic Canada. We have been in archery for
40 years and in business for 14 years so when we say “experience
counts”, we mean it! Ask for our price list and compare for quality and
value. Our hours are different, so call ahea ]

SHOP IN PERSON OR BY MAIL

62 OLD FALLS ROAD PHONE: 902-354-7418
BOX 1562 FAX: 902-354-7418
LIVERPOOL, NS BOT IK0 CELL: 902-350-0239
WEB www3.ns y ca’aas Email: aas@os.sympatico.sca





BACK TO BASICS

25 years ago at 15  the only thing on my mind was to take my Hunter Safety course and go hunting with my father in the fall, he taught me a lot about respecting nature and hunting responsibly.  Walking the woods of northern Ontario with that old 30-30 felt like the ultimate hunting experience of all times. The years went by I collected more rifles and shotguns, pretty much one for each type of hunting.  My son came along, dad passed on and I split up his gun collection with my kid brother. I drug my son out when ever I got a chance to go hunting and he has picked up the respect of nature and wildlife that was passed on to me. Then along come all the firearms changes and regulations! I knew all this would put my son off of hunting and me also! I have had an old recurve since I was a young teen and decided to look into Bowhunting. Right away I had to get my hands on one of them compound bows you see in all the hunting magazines. So I logged onto EBay, I was able to set both of us up ready to shoot for about $700 and once I mentioned that I was taking up Bowhunting the offers stated coming in to buy my bang sticks, so the guns paid for the bows and a bunch of accessories those added up in a hurry!. So now the new learning started, I joined Musquidobot Archers and all the great boys out there showed me how to use that wheelie bow, by the end of the night I was grouping 2 inches. As the summer went by we set up a target in the back yard and my son and I got pretty proficient and practiced for our Bowhunter Safety course in September. So the big day came and off to Sackville we go, and the first two Instructors that show up are Wayne and Lawrence! The modern day Grizzly Adams in Camouflage. My boy just looks at me and smiles! The day goes by we learn some new tricks and get introduced to this BANS organization. 


We went out the next weekend drug those heavy old wheelie bows around and found out there aren’t that many deer moving around in September and there is quite a bit of work and patience involved in this Bowhunting game! A year and a bit later I get the bright idea to take my old recurve to the Monday night shoot and guess what, It was keeping me more amused than the compound! So a couple weeks later I pick up my first longbow and start playing with that, I missed most of the deer season because I was out of the country doing that work thing so our first big outing for the year was the Bass River bunny hunt, what a blast! After that we started going to the 3D shoots and meeting lots of great people and having great times. And then I seen something that got me hooked and both feet in again, John Webbers Hornbeam Self bow, with the splits and knots and twists that was the most amazing beautiful thing yet! So I started ordering supplies making board bows and shooting Primitive at the 3D’s. My new friends set me up with Bowyer instructional videos, supply contacts and some nice staves that have lots of character. Over the spring months Rylan my son even worked on his own Hickory backed Ash longbow - 45# at 28 inches , tillered and stained it. He shot about 20 arrows then put it away, kind of hard to compete with MSN and video games. 


I heard about this Gathering of Traditional shooters in PEI and had to check it out, so 2 days before the shoot I remind him its for Traditional bows only and he drags his stick and target out to the back yard and shoots for half an hour. Turns out he shot better than me at the shoot in PEI and had a great time, I think he picked up a few pointers from John and Carroll , the day after we got home he was out in the back yard poking sticks in the 3D targets and talking about PEI next year. My wife is even going to start practicing with her Self bow I made her. For those that have never been, PEI Gathering is an awesome weekend of good friends, entertainment and shooting.


So I think I can say that our days of carrying modern hunting tools are over, we might keep the wheelie bows around just incase we go for something really big and mean.

  Other than the camouflage clothes, brass nock points and GPS were back to basics and loving it. When I hear all the controversy over gun laws, crossbows and changing seasons I just shake my head and laugh, WHO NEEDS IT!

 I’ll keep my wooden sticks and take what Mother Nature offers me.

 When was the last time somebody got killed cleaning their Longbow?

Keep it simple enjoy the outdoors and have fun!

Rob Reynolds

NABC

The North American Bowhunting Coalition comprised of state and provincial bowhunting organizations, works on behalf of current and future generations of Bowhunters to promote, preserve and defend the ideals of bowhunting.

BANS is affiliated with NABC and have a North Eastern Representative in New York state, Mr.  Mark Scott.

BANS receives regular updates on issues affecting bowhunting, if you have any concerns please forward them to Rob Reynolds, the NABC representative for BANS.

www.nabowhuntingcoalition.org
[image: image8.png]



DON’T FORGET THE BANS BANG-UP 

JULY 21 – 22

AT OSPREY
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MAIL TO:

B.A.N.S 

ATTN, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

PO BOX 705

LOWER SACKVILLE N.S.

B4C 3J1

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

NAME; _________________________________________________________

STREET; ________________________________________________________________ 

TOWN; _________________________________________________________________

COUNTY; _______________________________________________________________

POATAL CODE; _________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE; _________________________________________________________

EMAIL; ___________________________________________________________

SINGLE ($20.00) _____          FAMILY ______ $ (20.00 plus $5.00 per additional member)

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS;

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

DATE:_______________              SIGNATURE:________________________________

2007

BANS BANG-UP

JULY 21st – 22nd

HOSTED BY
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The 2007 AGM will be held October 14th.

Hope to see everyone there.

www.bans.ca
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